Fairfield Improvement Company v. Mayor and City Council of Baltimore 1898

By Brian Davies

Issue

· Hawkins Point as a facility for quarantine.

· Originally used for Quarantine.

· Closed in 1883.

· Reopened would have happened in 1897.

· South Baltimore

· Important Industrial Zone 

· Residential Areas built to support business

· Industry relied on neighboring residences for production

Hawkins Point

· Similar Quarantine in Boston, Massachusetts

· Quarantine facilities were built in many United States port cities.

· Located in Southern Baltimore, the opening to the ports of Baltimore.

Person at the Center of the Issue:


· Mary Sansone – 

· Came to Baltimore from Alleghany County, PA

· Came to the city for treatment concerning illness

· Johns Hopkins diagnosed her with Leprosy

· Last case of Leprosy was in 1883, fifteen years prior.

· She would be the last person reported with Leprosy in the state.

· Died in quarantine at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 1901.

· Lived in quarantine for three years, but never at the Hawkins Point Facility.

Facility
· Location: Hawkins Point

· County: Anne Arundel County (presently Baltimore City)

· Reason: Almost a peninsula, three sides are surrounded by water and it was remote from most of the traffic of Baltimore.

· Who  - Mary Sansone, Leprous woman.

·  Mr. and Mrs. Hemmetter, In charge of patient care

Fairfield Improvement Company

· Collection of families in the area that come together to support development.

· Started development in late 1880s as the quarantine facility had been closed.

· As of time of trial, 471 lots had been sold for residential purposes with over a hundred homes erected.

· Population mainly worked in neighboring businesses.

Business

· Monumental Chemical Company

· Rasin’s Fertilizer Company

· Wagner Companies

· Estimated by the President of the Monumental Chemical Company that a million to a million and a quarter dollars were spent on development and advertising.

City

· Epidemics paralyzed the city in the years prior to the case.  

· As with port cities, illness came into port and could dramatically effect the life of the city.

· Johns Hopkins worked with the city to find a home for those in need of quarantine and this would be the location used.

· City Health Commissioner agreed to have affected person placed at this location, which would completely reopen the site for quarantine use.

Original Ruling

· Lower courts of Maryland decided in favor of the Fairfield Improvement Company.

· The loss of business would have been catastrophic to the local residents.

· Residents would be forced to leave for, at the very least, fear of contagious diseases.

· Industrial capability of the area would have been lost.

Appeal

· Maryland Court of Appeals found in favor of the Fairfield Improvement Company.

· Opinion expressed by Chief Judge James McSherry.

· Agreed with the city on matter of public welfare.

· Agreed that the city could use land at its choosing to protect its citizens.

· Disagreed with the manner in which the city tried to reclaim that land.

· Power of the city would have been much greater if the Court decided in favor of the city.   

Effect on Environment

· Baltimore’s development needed the ground that was originally going to be used for the quarantine facility.

· The reopening of the Old Marine Hospital would have damaged the industrial capability of South Baltimore.

· Helped usher the new era away from disease that once plagued the city.

· Effects on the environment play a secondary role to the limitations on the power of the city governments ability to use land and its power.
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